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+ LTHOUGH a Goveefia 
ment may, by its original 
„ Conſtitution, have all the 
Harmony of Parts which the moſt 
exact Frame and Compoſition can 
give it; yet, if thoſe poſſeſſed of 
the Executive Power, having the 
Direction of the Force of the 
Commonwealth, apply that Power, 
which was intended for the De- 
fence and Preſervation of the Peo- 
Pan to other Ends and Purpoſes 
B than 


(2) 
than thoſe intended, great Diſor- 
ders will be introduced into the 
| Body Politic, which will operate 
in very different Shapes; either as 
they ariſe from the Ambition of 


Princes to poverh with an unli- 
mited Sway, or from miniſterial 
and ſubordinate Powers; forming 
diſtinct and ſeparate Inter From 
that: of the Prince and Sub- 
jects; in which Caſe, they, muſt 
aſſume a diſpenſing Power, and in 
many Reſpects act contrary fo. the 
Truſt ee i them. 15543 at; 
i. 0 0 olan 0 

Ads of, Paper in Princes. a are 
generally open, and when they * 

aro7 hurried, on by Ambition, or 
eee Purſ 0h they; Ike Jupiter, 
nad? © diſperſe 


4 13 
diſperſe their Thunderbolts, which 

I often carry more of Terror than 
Pager along with them; for 
Ihen, the. Storm is over, and they 
are made ſenſible of their Error, 
all / the other Parts of - the Go- 
weten wan telume cheir uſual 


Y e. md ang ads noch bag! 
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or Party- views of miniſterial and 
»{uborilinate; Powers, the Harmony 
Hand mudial Relation of the great 
Hffices are broke in upon, it puts 
thoſe employed therein into a per- 
ſect a Iridiſpoſition and Incapacity 
of ſerving / the Publigk; and it alſo 
ohliges thoſe, ho may aſterwrards 
* in che faid Offices, ta act 
B 2 by 


44) 
dy incidental Events, which are 
often variou 5 and for the moſt 
part irregular'; ſo that Facts are 
dilguiſed, and Objects repreſented 

as thro' the wrong End of a Per- 
Ppective; which quickly leads Men 
in Power into Errors and Miſtakes, 
and then they are bound te defend 
them; and when in Conſequ ence 
thereof” private Intereſt is preferred 
to the publick Good, and Strata- 
gems are employed to deceive the 
People, it deſtroys Society, and 
renders Multitudes of Men like 
Herds of Beaſts, without proper 
Inſtruments, without Faith, and 
withdut Propribty of Action. Un- 
der which Circumſtances, a: Nation 
_ not LObþpriſed of their Weak 


8 N neſs 


(5) 
neſs and Danger, until, as in the 
ſudden Approaches of a Palſy, they 
find themſelves utterly unable to 
exert their Strength : For when 
the Harmony and Order of the 
great Offices are broke in upon, 
the Changing of. Hands ſeldom 


produces any good Effect, as they 


generally improve on the Corrup- 
tion of the former; ſo that in ſuch 


D Circumſtances, ths only Remedy 
is to. correct the Abuſes which 
thro Time have crept into the 
Offices, and to free the Officers of 
the Crown from a ſervile De 
dance in the Diſcharge of their re- 
ſpective Duties. 


Now 


1590 


2... 
72. 


Now 4s; 9 * bosse FS be 


Vnity of DeGgn, or the umiform 
\Priaſecution. of ene End or Point 
5 
and. Vigour in the Body Politic, 
id may be. of great Uſe to be in- 
of other Kingdoms or States, and 
gof the. Genius of their Goyern- 
ment, that we may thereby;know 
hat to hope O fear from them, | 


either in the Quality of Friends 


or Enemies. And therefore, as 

we have at preſent many Concerns 
of a very inteteſting Nature de- 
pending with France, it may be 
of Service to take a ſhort View of 


the Syſtem of their Government, 
I and 


( 7] 
and the Conſtruction of their greas 
Offices; and in particular of their 
Council er Board ef Comineree, 
that we may be the better enabled 


to judge of their Strength, Deſigns 
and raves oarponre art * 


LW 


'The Policy and Genius af a 
Governments are beſt diſcerned by 
their Courſe of Proceedings in their 
reſpective Offices, which ought to 
be principally attended to in all 
Negotiations relative to Trade and 
Commerce. 


I haye therefore endeavoured 
to inform myſelf on this Subject 
in relation to France; and as my 
only View in publiſhing the fol- 

1 365 lowing 


(8) F 
lowing Treatiſe is to ſerve the Pub- 
lic, I humbly hope they will 

- - accept of my Endeavours, and 
5 that the Reader will be pleaſed 
to pardon any Faults or Inad- 
vertencies 1 may due, Miſtake 
be led into in the Courſe of this 


ö 
0 
, 
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336MM Er 
Obſervations on the French Politics 
and Government, with reſpect to 
their Courſe of proceeding | in 
their great Offices. 


F Men were a Law unto them- 
ſelves, there would not be any 
Want of either Laws or Magiſtrates 
to keep them in Tranquillity : but, 
Nature being corrupted, Self- love, 
Neceſlity, ſometimes Hatred, Ava- 
rice, or one Paſſion or other, blinds 
them, and induces them to violate 
the Laws of Reaſon, ſo as to uſe 
Fraud and Force to ſatisfy their 
unjuſt and irregular Deſires; 
whereupon Legiſlatures have form- 
2 ed 


(10) 
ed a new Reaſon, which is term- 
ed Laws; but becauſe Laws muſt 
he armed with Correction, and have 
ſome Soul or living Principle, 
therefore Magiſtrates are appointed 
to pronounce the Oracles which 
the Law inſpires, to put the Laws 
in Execution, and to maintain the 
Authority of them: however, the 
Magiſtrates, in all well regulated 
Governments, have no manner of 
Authority beyond what is by poſi- 
tive Grant and Commiſſion dele- 
gated to them, and are all of them 
accountable to ſome other Power 
in the Commonwealth. _ 


The French. Monarchy, which 
I intend —_ to treat of in this 
Dif- 


611) 
Diſcourſe, is compoſed of a King, 
and the three Eſtates of the King- 
dom, namely, the Clergy, the No- 
bility, and the third Eſtate out of 
the Merchants, Artificers, and 
Huſbandmen; ; pe. out of thoſe 
three Eftates the Parliament was 
formed; but in the Reign of Phi- 
lip tbe Fair Parliaments | became 
ſedentary, and now have, or claim, 
a Power to deliberate - upon the 
F Plealure and Edicts of the King, 
eren ſo as to ſuſpend any Act of the 
Crown, which may by them be 
deemed contrary to the fundamen- 
tal and eſtabliſhed Rules of Go- 


vernment. 


89 The 
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The Parliament likewiſe takes 
Cognizance of all Appeals brought 
to them, and have in many Re- 


ſpecs a Superintendency over the 
whole Affairs of the Kin gdom. 


9 The King hath not only Farlia- 
ments and other Officers and Judi- 
catures to determine Differences 
amongſt his Subjects, but alſo a 
Council of State, which is general- 
y compoſed of Gentlemen of the 
Long Robe, .by whoſe Advice he 
may correct all Abuſes in the Ad- 
miniſtration of public Affairs, and 
reverſe all Sentences or Directions 
given by thoſe in Truſt and Power i 
—_ the Mind and Intention of 4 & 
the ³ü 


(13) 
3 i the Crown : fo that the ſaid Coun- 
4 cil, as conſtituted, may be juſtly 
| Pe | ſtyled the Eyes, the Ears, and the 
Hands of the King, as there is not 
any Acdone, contrary to the King's 
Intention, but what may, and often 
© is redreſſed by applying to the King 
Nin the faid Council of State; "A 
if, on Examination, it be found that 
de Officers of the Crown are ag- 
1 grieved by any Act of Power i in 
their Superiors, they may, and of- 
ten do, meet with Redreſs on that 
Head. Which Regulation hath a 
wonderful Operation and Effect in 
the foreign CA of the French 
Nation. For if the Officers of a 
lower Claſs were. barred all Acceſs 
to the Crown, how could they re- 


ſiſt 


(14) 
ſiſt the Will of their Superiors, 
even in Matters which may be 
contrary to their Duty to their So- 
vereign, to the Public, and to the 
Oath of Office they have taken? 

Beſides, when the Channels of 
Information are obſtructed, the 
Crown cannot either puniſh the 
Guilty, nor reward the. Virtuous, 
nor in any reſpect exerciſe thoſe 
Powers which are lodged i in it for 
the Safety and Benefit of the Sub- 
ject. * . 

The Royal Privy Council, in 
which ſecret Affairs ought only to 
be debated, is compoſed of the 
great Officers of State; but it de- 
pends on the Pleaſure of the Crown 

| N 


1 . 
3 | whether the Whole, or any parti- 
XZ cular Number, ſhall be called to 
X fiſt with their Advice; and in this 
Particular different Kings have ta- 
ken different Courles. 


All public Acts, ſuch as Peace, 
and War, raiſing of Money, &c. 
ec. are ſuppoſed to take their 
"X Riſe from the Crown; but there 
have been Debates on this Head, 

Whether the King ought to be 
guided by the Advice of the Royal 
Council, or of the Council of 
State. However, be that as it will, 
all the different Modes of . govern- 
ing by Laws are united in the 
French Monarchy, as no Edict of 
the Crown -ought to have its full 
2 | Force 
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Force and. Effect until regiſtered 
in Parliament; ; and all Grants and 
other Acts, which relate to the Exe- 
cution of the King's Will and Plea- 
ſure, are to be brought into the 
Council of State: ſo that by thoſe 
Cheques and Reſtraints, the mu- 
tual Relation and Subordination 
- of all the Parts of the. Govern- 
ment would be fo preſerved, as 
to make them concur and act for 
the Good of the Whole, provided 
the Monarch or his Miniſters: of 
State would act uniformly, and 
not ſilence the other Parts of the 
Syſtem, But there is ſomething 
in the Nature of Man, when arm- 
ed with Power, that hates Re- 


nd arid when they follow - A 


23 their 
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( 27) 

their own Wills and Paſſions, they 
follow blind Guides, that will not 
allow them to be perfect Maſters 
of their own Reaſon; from which 
Noot have ſprung many Acts of 
Power and Oppreſſion. But when 
Princes act agreeable to their own 
"#2 Syſtem, then Order and Regu- 
5 145 " A in Buſineſs give Motion and 
Conduct, Spirit and Vigour to all 
Y public Concerns. | 


In Government there muſt be 
fome Power which, compared 
with the reſt, doth bear the Signa- 
tures of Authority, and claim the 
Right of Direction; for otherwiſe 
theſe Delegates of Power would 
be at Liberty to gratify every Ap- 

'D petite 


( 18.) 
petite and Paſſion in its Turn, or 
indulge every Deſire which hap- 
pened to be uppermoſt ; but this 
is not thought conſiſtent with the 
Dignity of the French Monarchy, 
and indeed their Offices ſeem to 
be fo contrived, as to make the 
King the ſole Maſter and Arbiter 
of all Rewards, and to confer them 
himſelf, ſo that they who receive 
any Beneficence of his may be 
convinced, they owe it to his 
Bounty ; which is an infallible 
Means to attract to the Crown the 
Hope of the Subject, and toge- 
ther with it his Reſpect, as, in 
| ſuch Caſe, . every one will ftrive ta 


do his Duty, and no one premiſe 


himſelf any Grace or Advantage 
- IS £1 but 


( 19 ) 
$ but by his Merit and Services: 
3» therefore, in order to keep all the 


Channels of Information open to 
the View of the Crown, all the 
Great Boards in France do, every 
Lear, report to the King in his 
Council of State the Courſe of the 
A Officers belonging to the reſpec- 
tive Boards; in which Light the 
King is to be conſidered as the 
Center to which all Perſons, em- 
X ployed in the Adminiſtration of 
public Affairs, and all Matters 
relative to the Offices, ultimately 
reſort; and from this there reſults 
a Spirit of Liberty in the Admi- 
niſtration of public Affairs. 


1 What 


20 


What hath principally contri- 
buted to the breaking in upon the 
original Syſtem or Plan of Govern- 
ment, and alſo to introduce many 
arbitrary Acts of Power and Vio- 
lence againſt the Subject in France, 
is the Attempts of the Clergy ta 
render | themſelves Maſters of a 
great Part of the temporal Juriſ- 
diction, which they have, in a man- 
ner, forced ſome of the French 
Monarchs to yield to them. They 
have alſo obtained the Rights of 
Mortmain and Indemnity for the 
Lands they poſſeſs; whereby the 
State is much 3 ; and not 
only ſo, but it creates a foreign 
Monarchy in the Boſom of France. 
; An- 


rank , 


Another great and effectual 
Cauſe of breaking in upon the ſaid 
Syſtem of Government is, the Pow- 
er conferred on the Nobility by 
Fiefs, and by intruſting them with 
the Charge of doing Juſtice, and 
of commiſſioning Officers for that 
End, which hath been an Inlet to 
many Acts of Power and Oppret- 


fon on the Subjects. 


lating and collecting the public 
Taxes hath been extremely oppreſ- 
ſive to the poorer ſort of the People, 
as the greateſt Weight lies upon 
them, Not but if the Farms were 


i 


properly regulated, and not grant- 
ed 
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ed in Reverſion , and alſo brought 


properly checked, they might in 
many Reſpects be conſidered as be- 


and therefore they think it incon- 


derations are ſtrong Inducements 


622) 


within the View of the Treaſury 
Chamber, and the Farmers thereby 


neficial to the Subject. 


In France the Conſtitution of 
the Nobility is wholly Military, 


ſiſtent, with their Rank, Quality, or 
Profeſſion to be ſubje& to the Re- 
ſtraints which might be laid on 


them by a Parliament. 
Theſe and many other Conſi- 
to the Sovereign to act according 


to his own arbitrary Will and 
52 Plea- 


(7 © - 
Pleaſure, and to force all the 
other Parts of the Government to 
concur with his Views in any De- 
viation he may think proper to 
make from the legal Syſtem of 
Government. Yet the Conſtitu- 
tion hath many. natural Strengths ; 
as for example, the King cannot 
\ 8 with Safety undertake any War of 
. Importance without allowing the 
Parliament the free Uſe and Exer- 
ciſe of their Powers; for if this 
was denied them, the King could 
not borrow Money ſufficient to 
anſwer the Expences of the Go- 
vernment. And, with regard to 
the great Council of State (which, 
as above obſerved, is generally com- 
poled of Gentlemen of the Long 
Robe) 
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Kobe) the Dignity and Safety of 
the Crown, the due Courſe of Buſi- 
neſs in the Offices, and the Unity of 
Action through all the conſtituent 
Parts of the Government, princi- 
pally depend on it, as it is a Check 
upon the whole Adminiſtration, 
and makes the Crown the Center 
to which all Matters relative to the 
Offices ultimately . 


10 hiekteyinlation chers is mak 
Safety : For Informations in any 
other Shape could not be wholly 
relied upon, as Miniſters are in 
many Reſpects liable to be de- 
| ceived, as well as the Crown: But 

when Unity of Action is preſerved, 
and all Matten left open to the 

3 | View 


E 

View of the Crown, both the 
12 and his Miniſters of State 
| will be freed from many Miſtakes 


and Inadvertencies in their Con- 
duct; and the Government will be 
preſerved in perfect Health, and not 
ſicken under the Preſſure of crude 
and undigeſted Schemes of Policy. 


It is the greateſt Happineſs to 
a Miniſter, and what will afford 
Dae higheſt - Pleaſure to an inge- 
nuous and ' benevolent Diſpoſition 

4 of Temper, to be under proper 
W Reſtraints in the Exerciſe of Power; 
it frees him from many irregular - 
Solicitations, it preſerves him from 
condeſcending to many Acts con- 
trary to his Judgment, and often 
E u 
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„ 
unworthy of his Character; it will 
allow him to diſplay his Talents, and 
make Virtue appear, what it really 
is, a lovely Form; and it will keep 
him from ſervile: Fears and Conde- 
ſcenſions unequal to his Character; 
which will prevent him from know- 
ing any Maſter but his Sovereign. 


When the great Sully undertook 
to. reform the Abuſes which had. 
crept into the Adminiſtration of 
public Affairs in France, divers 
Things had been engaged by the 
French Kings to the Uſe of private 
Perſons, who had paid Sums there- 
upon; but as the {aid Kings had 
ſold or engaged their Rights at an 3 
under Value, Sully thought it juſt 
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and fit to reſume ſome of the ſaid 


Rights, and to recover the Demeſne 
of the Crown from others by a 

Rent-charge, which ' ſecured the 
Payment of the Money they had 
advanced: but that the King 
might reap further Advantage from 
this Change, it was neceſſary to 
ſettle a Fund for the Raiſing of 


? | theſe new Rents, and for that End 


2 new Impoſition was laid upon 
the Clergy, Counties of State, 
Companies, Colleges, and other 


Members of the Kingdom. But 


as the Advantage of an Exchequer 
doth not only conſiſt in the bare 
Getting in of Money, but alſo in 
a frugal Manner of Expending it, 
it was likewiſe neceſſary to reform 
E 2 the 


(6280) 
the great Offices, the Miniſters of 
State having, for many Years before 
that Period of Time, conſidered 
themſelves to be at Liberty to di- 
ſpenſe with the Rules of their re- 
ſpective Offices; ar; it may more 
properly be ſaid, they had not any 
determinate or unvariable Rule of 
Action. The Orders and Regula- 
tions made by the Crown in for- 
mer Times not being uſually re- 
newed on the Acceſſion of their 
Kings, nor conſidered as having 
ſtill the ſame Force and Efficacy 
as the Ordinances of the Crown 
in other Caſes; he wiſely and pru- 


gently conſidered that this gave an 
O pening to many Incroachments by 
Men in Power ; and that if they, 

from 
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from particular Motives, or private 
Views, deviated from the juſt Prin- 
ciples of Action, thoſe who: were 
dependent on, and acted ſubſervient 
to, them would ever take Advan- 
tage of ſuch Proceedings, and, in 
their reſpective Spheres of Action, 
improve it to their own Service, 
in delaying the Buſineſs of the 
Public, and in throwing infinite 
Difficulties in the Way of all ſuch 
as had any public Concerns with 
the Crown; and that this Evil 
would in Time be communicated 
from the Higheſt to the Loweſt, 
even in ſuch a Degree as to make 
the lower Clerks prey upon the 
Neceſſities of the Soldiers and 
Sailors. 


In 


* 
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In examining into the faid Mo- 
tives and Springs of Action, it 
inſpired him with a patriot Zeal 
for the Service of his King and 
Country; and in order to lay a 
ſolid and proper Foundation for 
the Structure afterwards to be 
raiſed, he began with a Matter that 
nearly concerned himſelf, namely, 
to uſe all his Credit and Power 
with the Sovereign, to make every 
Rule of Office equally binding or 
_ obligatory with the Edits of the 
Crown in other Caſes; and to free 
the Officers of a lower Claſs from 
a ſervile Dependance on their Su- 
periors. It was likewiſe directed 
by an Arret of the King in Coun- 
1 cil 
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cil (which is in Force until this 
Day) that every Officer ſhould 
have a Right, by Petition, to lay 
his Grievances before the King in 
his great Council of State; and 
to demand any Papers, Entries, 
or other Records, in any of the 
Offices whereſoever placed, which 
might by him be thought neceſ- 
fary to {i upport the ſeveral Matters 
contained in his Petition. 


such a wiſe Wb could 
not fail of producing hippy Ef- 
feats, by freeing thoſe employed 
in the Service of the Crown from 
a ſervile Dependance on their Su- 
periors, and directing the Method 
of A ppeal-to the Crown, by free- 


ing 
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ing thoſe in the Adminiſtration of 
Affairs of State from irregular and 
un) juſtifiable Solicitations, and by 
preventing the Revenues of the 
Crown from being embezzled or 

miſapplied, which muſt always be 
the Caſe when there are particular 
and private Intereſts to ſupport, 
foreign to, and independent of, 
that of the Crown; as it is con- 
ceived to be an alata Truth, 
That it will require more than 
twice as much to ſupport the pri- 
vate Views of an Adminiſtration, 
as would be neceſſary to expedite 


* Buſineſs of the Public. 


It may "Thy proper to obſerve 
further, that by the Syſtem of the 


French 


26) 
French Government, the ſaid Coun- 
cil of State is the high Watch- 
Tower, from which the King may 
ſurvey all his Dominions, and 
ſometimes all the Dominions of 
the World, in order to conſult the 
Honour, Defence, Profit and Peace 
of his Subjects, and alſo their Pro- 
tection from Violence or Injury, 
either at Home or Abroad. But 
this cannot be done, if the leading 
Principle is not in a Condition to 
act its Part well, and to proper 
Purpoſes. For if the other great 
Boards do not retain their proper 
Functions, but are at liberty to 
vary from their Rule of Action, 
ſuch Deviations break in upon the 
mutual Agreement and friendly 
1 Ope- 


( 34 ) 
Operation of the Parts; by which 
the Government muſt ſuffer a ſen- 
ſible Diſturbance : and in Pro- 
portion as this prevails, the Secu- 
rity and Happineſs of the People 
muſt be diminiſhed ; for if the 
ſaid Council of State was to con- 
cur with any of the other great 
Boards, in any Incroachments upon 
the Crown, or the Subject, under 
thoſe Circumſtances the King 
might, in a great meaſure, be ex- 
cluded from having any Share or 
Direction in the Adminiſtration of 
State Aﬀairs, altho' at the ſame 
Time Miniſters of State made an 
arbitrary Uſe of his Name and 
Authority. However, the French 
are too wiſe to admit of ſuch In- 
novations, 


8 


novations, and the Parliament of 
Paris have always guarded againſt 
it, as the greateſt Misfortune which 
4 could poſſibly attend the King- 
4 dom ; becauſe, by that Means, 
they would be rendered incapable 
either to defend themſelves, or to 
F undertake any Enterprize of Mo- 
8 ment; for in ſuch a Situation, a 
Government may be juſtly reſem- 
bled to a disjointed Body, whoſe 
Members are diſlocated, and un- 
able to act their proper Parts. 
Therefore at the Acceſſion of 
every King, the Arrets of former 
Kings in Council. are renewed, 
and conſidered as a ſtanding Rule 
to act by; and in like manner, 
all the other great Boards regulate 

F 2 them- 
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themſelves in the Execution of the 
King's Will and Intention. So 
that, on the whole, the King may 

be properly faid to be in his King- 
dom, what the Soul is in the na- 
tural Body, which, according to 
the proper Direction of its Powers, 
brings either Happineſs or Miſery; 
and in this Reſpect France may 
be juſtly faid to be happy in the 
Management of their American Co- 
lonies, and in the Conduct of War 
and Negotiations, altho' at the 
ſame Time they are in many Re- 
ſpects miſerable, by the wrong Di- 
rection of their interior Concerns. 


SECT, 
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SECT. II. 


The Motives which induced Lewis 
the XIVth zo conftiture a Board 
of Commerce, and the Plan upon 
which the ſaid Board is comſti- 
tuted; and alſo the Checks and 
| Reftraints the Governors and 

other Officers are liable to, in 

the Diſcharge of their reſpeftive 
Duties; with a general View of 
their Commerce. 


T is not much above half a 
Century, ſince France was not 
a Soil wherein one could expect to 
find Trade flouriſh ; the Maxims 
of their Goyernment being, in 

many 
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many Reſpects, contrary to that 


Freedom and Security, whichare ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary for the Improve- 
ment or Enlargement of Trade. 
However the French King, Lewis 


the XIVth, in a great meaſure 


removed thoſe Obſtacles, by the 
Rules or Ordinances which he 
made on conſtituting a Council 
of Commerce in 1700. For what- 
ever the Exigencies of State might 
require him to do at particular 
Junctures, yet he took effectual 
Care to provide for the Security 
and Safety of his Subjects in Ame- 
rica, ſo as not to leave them a 
Prey to the Governors and other 
Ofhcers in the Plantations. | Hence 


it appears evident, that protecting 
I the 
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the Subje& by a regular Plan, or 


Syſtem of Acting in the Offices, 
hath as great an Effect and Ope- 
ration in the encouraging and pro- 
moting of Trade, as the Sun hath 
by ſending out his benign and 
gentle Influence on the Seeds of 
Plants, in inviting forth their ac- 
tive and plaſtic Powers. 


Leuis the XIVth, in the Proſe- 
cution of the War he had enter'd 
into with the Maritime Powers, 
was made ſenſible of the great 
Advantages reſulting from Trade 
and Navigation; that it was im- 
poſſible for any Country, however 
advantageouſly ſituated, to bear 
the Expences and Load of heavy 


Taxes, 


= aw 
Taxes, without a proportionable 


Supply ariſing from its Com- 
merce; and that without enlarg- 


ing or extending the Trade of his 
Colonies, which would prove a 
conſiderable Nurſery for Sailors, 
he could not carry on his exten- 
five Views, or promote the Gran- 
deur and Dignity of his Crown : 
And being likewiſe ſenſible how 
neceſſary it was to give all man- 


ner of Encouragement and Secu- 


rity to ſuch as were inclinable to 
embark in new Undertakings, his 
Majeſty took effectual Care to 
eſtabliſh an orderly Courſe of Pro- 


ceeding, and to ordain a regular 
Plan to take place, ſo as to pre- 


vent thoſe in Truſt and Office in 
EY 2 | the 


(4) 

the ſaid Colonies; from having 
it in their Power to render any 
thing done by them fallacious or 


uncertain, and if - poflible to pre- 
vent all Cauſes of Injury to the 
dubjects abroad, and not to let 
the Property of the French Plan- 
ters reſt in the Hands of their G6- 
vernors without any regular Check 
or certain Controul which could 
be depended upon. 


The French King was under no 
Reftraint in appointing what Form 
of Government he thoiight fit; 
or in directing that all the Lands 


in America ſhould be conſidered 


as a Demeſne of tlie Crown: but 
as the Order and Subſervieney of 
G all 


_ 


| (42) 

all leſſer Syſtems, and their Con- 
currence to the Good of the ge- 
neral Syſtem, depend upon the 
Subordination of the Parts, the 
Conſtitution. of the French Coun- 
cil or Board of Commerce, and 
the Form of Government inſtituted 
in; the Colonies, evidently ſhew, 
thati the Crown. reſerved to itſelf 
only a kind of parental Property 


in the American Colonies. 


And in many other Reſpects 
the political Views and Foreſight 
of: the French King and his Mini- 
ſters of State cannot be ſuffi- 
ciently admired, in making the 
Crown the. Center to which all 


Matters: relating to the Colonies 
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muſt ultimately reſort, by one 
Conveyance or through one Chan- 
nel only, and in keeping the Of- 
fices, in all their ſeveral Branches 
or Departments, uniform, entire, 
and open, under ſevere Penalties to 
be inflicted on the Aggreſſors, and 
recoverable by the Subject when 
injured by thoſe in Truſt and Pow- 
er under the Crown. 


i © 10 


But in order the more clearly 
and effectuall y to illuſtrate the 
ſaid Matters, it will be neceſ⸗ 
ſary to take a Survey of the Inſti- 
tutions, Regulations and Ordinan- 
ces, which are in Uſe in the French 
Council of Commerce; to point 
out * wonderful Operltion and 
G 2 Effect 
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Effect they have had. in promoting 
their Trade and Navigation, and 
afterwards, to. . demonſtrate that the 
Plan, or Syſtem. of all Offices is to 
be conſidered as a Piece of Clock- 
work which, by its Springs, di- 
res the Wheels in their Mo- 


\ 


The French, King by his Arret 
toeftabliſh a Council of Commerce, 
declares, ..**. That he was more 
« diſpoſed than ever to g rant a par- 
c ticular, Protection to Commerce,, 
Ito {hew his. Eſteem of the good 
e Merclent and Traders of his: 
Kingdom, and to facilitate ta 
them the Means of making Com- 
5 b erce flourith and extending ita 

, cc he 
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„ 
« he judges,” that nathing can be 
ce more capable” of producing this 
cc. Fffect, than the forming A 
“ 'Council: of: Commerce, which 
<« ſhall: be wholly: attentive: to the 
© examiving and promoting what- 
c eyer-may be. mofi:: adyantageous 
«.to Commerce, and to the: Ma- 
nufactutes of the Kingdom: 
© Which he being defirous to ſiittle, 
ce the Report af Mr. Chamnillart, 
* Counſellor in Ordinary to the 
'& Ryab Council, Comptraller Ge- 
netal! of the Finances, being 
« heard; he the ſaid King, being 
cin his Council, has ondained, 
*<-and ondains, That for: the. fu- 
turen a; Council: of Commerce 
_ © ſhall be: held; at leaſt, once 
508 3b | every 
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« every Week, which ſhall be 
cc compoſed of Mr. Daguſſeau, 
<© Counſellor in Ordinary of State, 
ce and of the Royal Council of the 
« Finances; of Mr.  Chamillart, 
« Counſellor of the ſaid Royal 
e Council, and Comptroller: Ge- 
cc neral of the Finances; of the 
« Count De Pontchartain, Coun- 
ce ſellor to the ſaid King in all 
his Councils, Secretary of State, 
c and of his Majeſty's Orders; of 
« Mr. Amelot, Counſellor of State; 
« of M. De Hornothon and Bayyn 
« D'Angervilliers, Counſellors to 
ce the ſaid King in his Councils, 
% Maſters of Requeſts in Ordi- 
ce nary of his Houſhold ; and of 
e Twelve of the principal trading 
ce Mer- 
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« Merchants in the Kingdom, or 
« ſuch as have been a long Time 
© engaged in Commerce: That 
cc of this Number of trading Mer- 
&« chants, two ſhall always be of 
« the Town of Paris, and that 
*© the other ten ſhall be taken 
ce out of the Towns of Rowen, 
* Bourdeaux, Lyons, Marſeilles, 
cc Rochelle, Mantes, St. Malo, 
“ Lifle, Bayonne, and Dunkirk. 
« That in the ſaid Council of 
*© Commerce ſhall be diſcuſſed 
© and examined all the Propoſi- 
tions and Memorials which 
« ſhall be ſent to it; together 
« with the Affairs and Difficul- 
te ties which may ariſe concern- 
* ing Commerce as well by Land 

* 7 
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as by Sea, within the Kingdom 
< and out of it, concerning Works 
« and Manufactures; to the End 
e that upon the A oe that ſhall 
i be made to the ſaid King of the 
5 Reſolutions which {hall have 
ce been taken thereupon in the faid 
C Council of Commerce, the faid 
ce. King may order what is moſt 
« adviſcable. His, the ſaid King's 
ce Will and Intention is, that the 
60 Choice and Nomination - of the 
* ſaid trading Merchants, who 
© are to be of the ſaid Couneil of 
* Commerce, ſhall be made freely 
< and without clandeſtine cabal- 
« ling, by the Corporation Ma- 
“ giſtrates of the Town, and by 
* the trading Merchants in each 


1 ac of 
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te of the ſaid Towns. That thoſe; 
© who ſhall be choſen to be of 
te the Council of Commerce, be 
© Men of known Probity, and 
te Capacity and Experience in 
© Matters of Commerce; and that 
« for this Purpoſe the Town Ma- 
ce giſtrates and the trading Mer- 
© chants of the Towns above- 

© mentioned ſhall aſſemble in 

- © the Month of July next, in 
t each reſpetive Town-Houſe, 
© to proceed to the ſaid Election, 
©« ſo that the trading Merchants, 
e thus elected and named, may be 
able to arrive at Paris, or where- 
© ever the Court ſhall reſide, by 
ce the End of September following, 
«to pies their Functions the. 1ſt 
H « Day 
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“Pay of October. That the ſaid 
Elections ſhall be for one Year 
te only, and ſhall be renewed an- 
c nually in the Manner above 
© mentioned, with a Proviſo, that 
te the Time of Service in the ſaid 
« Council may be prolonged, if 
« jt ſhall be judged proper ſo to 
«do. He, the faid King, or- 
tc dains, that the forenamed Com- 
te ptroller- General of the Finances 
< ſhall nominate two Perſons in- 
< tereſted in his Majefty's Farms, 
© to be called to the ſaid Coun- 
< cil when the Nature of Affairs 
«ſhall require. And for Secrt- 


: *'ray of the ſaid Council of Com- 
„ merce, he, the {aid King, hath 
* nominated Mr. Cruaw de la 
64 Boulaye, 


(31) 
ct Boulaye, Counſellor to him the 
c {aid King, Corrector in Ordi- 


K nary of the Chambers of Ac- 


ce compts; who ſhall take care to 
« keep an exact Regiſter of all 
*© the Propoſitions, Memorials and 
« Affairs, which ſhall be laid be- 
fre the ſaid Council, as alſo of 
e the Reſolutions which ſhall be 
* taken therein; Copies whereof 
he ſhall deliver according as he 
te ſhall be ordered by the faid 
* ©& Council. Done in the ſaid 

King's Council of State, he 
« being preſent. At Ver ſaillkt, 
« the 29th Day of June, 1700. 


The King's Intention in conſti- 
tuting the ſaid Council or Board 
H 2 of 
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of Commerce, was to make them 
the only Conveyance to him in 
his Council of State ; and there- 
fore he wiſely ordained, that all the 
grdat Officers of State ſhould be 
conſtituted Members of the ſaid 
Board, that in caſe. any Matter 
came- under the Conſideration of 
the Board, which had Reference to 
the Condu of any of the Officers 
who were appointed by, or un- 
det the Direction of, any of the 
ſaid Officers of State, ſuch Mat- 
ters might nevertheleſs be cog- 
nizable by the faid Board of Com- 
metce, as all the ſaid Officers of 
State are deemed to be preſent at 
the ſaid Board, although they do 
not give t their Attendance. 


12 This 
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This Part of the Conftitition 
of the French Board of Com merce 
ſeems to be taken from the origi- 
nal Conftitution of our Council 
of Trade in 1696; however there 
is this great Difference between 

the two Boards, that the French 

have ſteadily adhered to the Rules 
and Inſtitutions of their Board; 
but the Engliſb have not had it 
equally in their Power ſo to do, 
| which has been the Root or Cauſe 
of many Evils, both as it relates 
his Majeſty's Subjects in America, 
and to the Trade and Commerce 
of the Engliſh Nation. | 


The 


(654) 


The Regulations of greateſt 
Moment and Efficacy made by 
the aid Arret are, that in the 
ſaid Council, of Commerce ſhould 
be diſcuſſed and examined, all the 
Propoſitions. and Memorials which 
ſhould be ſent to it, together with 
the Affairs and Dithculties which 
might ariſe concerning Commerce; 
and likewiſe that the Secretary of 
the ſaid Council of Commerce 
mould take care to keep an exact 
Regiſter of all the Propoſitions, 
Memorials and Affairs which 
ſhould be brought before the ſaid 
Council, as alſo of the Reſolutions 
which ſhould be taken thereon. 


Now 
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Now the Arret of the French 
King having the Force and Vir- 
tue of a Law; the Council of 
Commerce are undet an abſolute 
Neceſſity, and even ſubject to 
great Penalties, as is provided in 
other Caſes of Contempt, if they 
do not examine and diſeuſs all the 
Propofitions and Memorials ſent to 
them, together with the Difficul- 
ties which might -ariſe concerning 
them; fo that the Crown is to 
be apprifed of the Reaſons for ap- 
proving or rejecting the fame. 
Neither is it in the Power of the 
King s Council of State to ſi- 
lence or alter any of the Reports 
of the . of Commerce, 

until 


(56) 
until the King's Pleaſure is know 


thereon. 


There is much Safety in that 
Method of proceeding, for there» 
by all Matters tranſacted in the 
ſaid Council of Commerce will 
be kept open to the View of the 
Crown, it being much eaſier to 
reject any Propoſition or Memo- 
rial, than to aſſign a good Rea- 
ſon for doing it. But what is ſtill 
of much greater Moment is, that 
the ſaid Council of Commerce 
being obliged to report their Opi- 
nion in the manner above direct- 
ed, on every Matter laid before 
them, preſerve a kind of Inde- 
Fer in their on sphere of 
| 2 Action, 
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Action: And in this Particular they 
have acted with great Steadineſs, 
ſo as not to diſpenſe with the 
Rules of their Office in compli- 
ment to Men in Power ; nay, they 
have even gone fo Ft, in Obe- 
dience to the King's Will and In- 
\ tention in conſtituting the faid 
Board, as to find Fault with ſome 
Orders and Regulations of his 


state, vi 5 


In a Memorial preſented to his 
Majeſty, relative to the propereſt 
Means of procuring the Importa- 
tion of Gold and Silyer Bullion 
into the Kingdom, and for the 
Hindring the Exportation of the 
I Coin, 


Majeſty, in his royal Council of 


1 
Coin, they addreſs themſelves to 
his Majeſty in che following Terms, 


namely, 


That it is neceffary to fix the 
current Price of our Coin, and 
never to alter it again; as the Un- 
certainty it is now in makes Fo- 
reigners draw out of the Kingdom 
what Effects they have in our 
Hands, to ſecure it from Loſs. 
And they aft terwards conclude with 
offering their Opinion, that it 
would be proper for his Majeſty 
to give the Public an authentic 
Aſſurance, that the Rate of Bul- 


lion, and of the current Coin, ſhall 
for the future he unalterable. 
EZ 1a It 
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It is alfo very obſervable, that 
they have frequently reported a- 
gainſt the Conduct of thoſe who 
are concerned in Farming the Re- 
venues of the Crown; and in many 
other Reſpedts ſhew, tha they act 
ſtrictly in Obedience to the Crown, 
and conſequently with a kind of 
| Independency on 'the other great 
Boards; fer how would it be 
poſſible ber kwelve Merchants cho- 
fen annually, and who are often 
very little known at Court, to take 
Cognizance of the Actions of the 
Governor abroad,” who being ge- 
nerally Men of great Intereſt and 
Weight, have Connections with 


W in the _— Employments 
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in the Kingdom, if they were 
not under a Neceſſity of proceed- 
ing according to the Syſtem or 


Plan of Action d "Y the 
Crown? 


The French King, after eſta: 
pliſhing the ſaid Council of Com- 
merce, iſſued ſeveral Orders, Edigts 
and Declarations, for the better 
regulating the Conduct of the - 
vernors, Surintendants, c. 

alſo appointed Whap they 3 a 
| Sovereign Council in each of the 
Colonies, which conſiſts of twelve 
Counſe] Torts and the Intendant, 


Lew dats 


ſident of the ſaid . "which 
Council i is the ſuj preme Judicature, 


and 


(@} | 
and decides all Cauſes without 
being liable to any other Appeal 
in the Colonies: At this Court 
every one pleads his own Cauſe, 
or elſe does it by Memorial, as 
Solicitors or Barriſters are never 
to appear there ; by which Means 
it comes to paſs, that Law-ſuits 
are quickly brought to a Period: 
There is in each of the Colonies 
beſides a Governor, Intendant, and 
Council, —a Lieutenant-General, 
both civil and military, an Attor- 
ney-General, the Great-Provoſt, 
and a Chief - Juſtice in Eyre. 


In relation to which it may be 
proper to obſerve, that the Gover- 
nors-General are to be conſi- 

| | dered 
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dered as acting both in a civil and 
military Capacity; but every Thing 
dene by the Governor in a civil 
Capacity is checked and reſtrain- 
ed hy the Intendant and Council; 
and as a Check upon the — 
nor, Intendant, and Council, every 
Thing done by them is to be en- 
tered in Journals kept for that Pur- 
poſe only, and to be peruſed and 
examined by the Governor, and 
countetſigned by the Surinten- 
dant; and in caſe of any falſe 
Entry, Omiſſion, or Neglect in 
tranſmitting the ſaid Journals, at 
the ſtated Times directed by the, 
Crown, the Governors and Surin- 
-tendants are liable to the Penalties 
* by the King's Arrets; 


and 
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and if any of the French King's 
Subjects, either at home or abroad, 
are injured either in their Perſons 
or Properties by the ſaid Gover- 
nors, Intendants, &. acting con- 
trary to the King's Pleaſure, ſig- 
nified by the faid Arrets, the Sub- 
jects injured, on Proof made there- 
of before the ſaid Council of Com- 
merce, are, on Application to the 
King in his Council of State, in- 
titled to Relief. So that by the 
regular Return of the Records, 
the French SubjeQts in America are 
intitled to appeal to the Crown 
for Juſtice; and as all Abuſes 
contrary to the King's Intention 
are conſidered as an Offence of 
the _ Nature- againſt . the 


Crown, 
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Crown, the Complainants, if ] uſtly 
intitled thereto, ſeldom or never 
fail to meet with Redreſs, without 
being put to any extraordinary 
Charge on that Account: 


As is above obſerved; the Gover⸗ 
nors in the French Colonies act in 
two Capacities ; but as a military 
Officer, they have diſeretionary 
Orders, and proceed according to 
the military Law, and from this 
Latitude they ſometimes commit 
great Acts of Power; but in a 
civil Capacity they are wholly re- 
ſtrained by the Regulations and 
Arrets of the King; and to guard 
againſt all Inconvenience which 
* ariſe from having improper 

Perſons 
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Perſons to ſucceed the Governors; 
in caſe of their Death, the King 
hath always appointed Lieutenant- 
Governors, both civil and military. 


The Excellency of thoſe Ordi- 
nances and Arrets of the French 
King is, that they preſerve one 
regular, uniform, and entire Rule 
of Action ; ſo that the French Sub- 
jects abroad may, in all Caſes of 
Oppreſſion, and Acts of Violence 
committed by the ſaid Governors, 
Intendants, c. meet with Re- 
dreſs at a ſmall Expence; as the 
Matters complained of, if they 
relate to Matters of Property, muſt 
be upon Record, and. duly tranſ- 
mitted to the French Council or 

| K Board 
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Board of Commerce; or elſe, as 
before obſerved, from the ſaid 
Omiſſion, the Governors, Inten- 
dants, &c. are liable to the Pe- 
nalties directed by the King's ſaid 
Arrets. Which Penalties have, in 
ſome Inſtances, been given to the 
Complainants, in order to repay 


their Damages or Expences during 


the Delay thereby occaſioned. 


Altho' it is very obſervable, that 


the Records are ſo regularly form- 
ed, kept, and tranſmitted, that 
the French Council of Commerce 
depend principally upon the Re- 


cords in Matters of Information, 


as they do not admit of any Soli- 
citors, or even Advocates to plead 


before them; they keep a Clerk 


In 
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in their Office, whoſe ſole Buſi- 
neſs is to draw up Memorials, Re- 
preſentations, and Petitions, for 
ſuch Perſons as have any Occaſion 
to prefer them, or apply for Re- 
dreſs. to the ſaid Council or Board 


of Commerce. 


In. relation to which it is fur- 
ther proper to obſerve, that the 
principal End and Deſign of con- 
ſtituting a Board of Commerce 
was to guard againſt all Incroach- 
ments on the Rights of the Crown, 
or the Property of the Subject; 
and in order thereto to take ef- 
fectual Care, that the Ordinances 
or Arrets of the Crown ſhould be 

| K 2 duly 
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duly obſerved, which can only be 


done by preſerving Harmony and 
Order in all their 3 in 


the Colonies. 


Now in 1 reſpect to this, the 
Board cannot admit of any De- 
viations in the Governors or In- 
tendants, or admit them to offer 
any colourable Pleas or Pretences 
in excuſe for their Conduct; for 
if this was once allowed of, it 
would break in upon the whole 
Syſtem of the Board; and inſtead 
of repreſenting Matters in a proper 
Light to the Crown, they might 
be made uſe of to very different 
Ends and n by concealing 


many 
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many Acts of Oppreſſion, and 
throwing a Veil over the Conduct 
of Men in Power. 


The ſald Council of Commerce 
likewiſe takes ſpecial Care to pre- 
ſerve the Officers of a lower Claſs 
from any ſervile Dependance on 
the Governors or Surintendants; 
which keeps thoſe Offices in the 
Diſcharge of their reſpective Du- 

ties under the Protection of the 
Crown; for if they could not 
meet with Relief, or be defended 
from arbitrary Acts of Power, how 
would it be poſſible for them to 
reſiſt the Will of their Superiors, 
even in Matters which might be 


contrary 
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contrary to the Orders of the 


Crown ? 


And as the Hopes of due Re- 
ward 1s a very ſtrong Incitement 
to animate or puſh Men forwards 
in their Duty, ſo by the Inſtitution 
of the Council of Commerce, they 
are to give a particular Account 
to the French King, of the Con- 


duct of all the Officers who are 


employed in America; and there 
are few, if any, Inſtances, wherein 
thoſe who have behaved well have 
not been properly rewarded and 
promoted, and thoſe who deviated 
from, or acted contrary to their 
Duty, been accordingly puniſhed 
and diſmiſſec. All 
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All the Revenues ariſing in the 
French Colonies are accounted for 
in the Chamber of Accompts, and 
all Officers employed therein give 
Security to the ſaid Chamber for 
the due Performance of their Duty; 
ſo that upon any Neglect or Omiſ- 
ſion in returning their Accompts, 
agreeable to the Rules preſcribed 
to them, their Sureties are liable 
to be proſecuted ; and by this 
Means, there is a conſtant Fund or * 
Supply for the Uſe of the Colo- 
nies, which for the moſt Part is 
applied to the Uſe of the Colonies, 
in fuch manner as is adviſed by 
the Council of Trade. 


The 


Nn) 


The Credit and Influence of 


the ſaid Council hath great Weiglit 


with the French King, in all Mat- 
ters relating to Trade and Com- 
merce; ſo that it very ſeldom 
happens that they recommend any 
Thing to the Crown, but what is 
carried into Execution. And if 


there be any foreign Intereſt to 
oppoſe ſuch Meaſures as are re- 


commended by them, the French 


King hath, for the moſt.” part, 


judged it to be for the Service of 
the Crown, to carry the ſaid Mea- 


ſures into Execution, and then to 
hear . and debate the Point in 


Queſtion, - with any other N ation 


which may oppole it. 
2 The 
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The ſaid Regulations ſpeak ſuf- 
ficiently for themſelves ; but what | 
adds more Strength and Vigour to 
the whole, and what, hath made 
the ſaid Council of Commerce act 
with ſuch Force and Energy in 
protecting the French Subjects a- 
broad, and alſo in protecting and 
encouraging their Trade, and Na- 
vigation, and Manũufactures at home, 
ariſes principally from their not 
having any Power, cither in them- 
ſelves, or at the Inftigation of 
others, to diſpenſe with the eſfa- 
bliſhed Rules of their Office; and 
that the faid Governors or Inten- 
dants abroad cannot any more 
difpenſe with the Ordinances and 


L Arrets 
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Arrets of the Crown, than our 
Judges in Weſtminſter-Hall can 
with the Rules and Forms eſta- 
| bliſhed in our Courts of Law. 


The good Effects * Opera- 
tion which thoſe Regulations and 
Arrets in France have produced, 


may be better known by taking a 


curſory View of the Trade and 


Navigation of the French Colonies 


at the Time when their ſaid Coun- 


cil of Commerce was firſt inſtitu- 
ted ; and fo compare it with the 
preſent State thereof, and the ſur- 
priſing Increaſe of Trade and Na- 
«IE in that Kingdom. 


In 
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In 1701 the French did not 
employ above one hundred Ships 
in the Y/2f- India Trade, and thoſe 
Ships were not near the Size, Di- 
menſions, or Burthen of their Ships 
at preſent employed therein, nei- 
ther were their Commodities of 
equal Goodneſs or Value of thoſe 
which they now produce; but by 
a Calculation made of the Amount 
of the Produce of their 7/e/t- India 
Colonies from the Year 1737 to 
1744, the French Iſlands have in 
Sugar, Rum, Molaſles, Indigo, Pi- 
mento, Cotton, Pepper, Ginger, 
Coffee, &c. &c. produced to the 
Value or Amount of two Millions, 
four hundred thouſand Pounds 

L 2 Ster · 
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sterling per Annum, and upwards, 
independent of an extenſive and 
profitable private Trade carried on 
from St. Domingo with the Spaniards 


in America. And moreover it ap- 


pears, that in the ſaid WW, et-India 


Trade or Commerce, one hundred 
and twenty thouſand Tons of French. 
Shipping, with eleven thouſand 
Sailors, are annually em ployed; the 
F reight of which (as computed) 
amounts to four hundred and 
eighty thouſand Pounds. Sterling 


per " Annu, and upward s. 


T hat by a Calculation at the 
ſame Time made, of the Produce 
of the French Settlements on the 
Continent of America, and alſo of 


their 


6 77² 
their Fiſhery. on the Coaſt of New-. 
foundlana, &c. the Amount there 
of is computed at eight hundred 
and twenty thouſand Pounds Ster- 
ling per auen, and n 


That the aid Freight i in Time 
of Peace amounted: to two hun- 
dred and twenty thouſand Pounds 
Sterling, and upwards, which, in- 
dluſive of their Fiſhery, annually. 
employed nine thouſand Seamen. 


The Regulations made in the 
ſaid Board of Commerce have alſo - 
had a ſurpriſing Effect on their 
Manufactures, and other Branches 
of Trade, as they have been there- 
by enabled to carry on a great Trade 


to 


(78) 
to India, Turkey, Africa, and even 
to ſupply Spain with a great Part 
of the Commodities ſuited to the 
Spaniſh American Trade, which 
brings a continual Source of Trea- 
ſure and Richies to the French Na- 
tion; and in Conjunction with the 
| Advantages gained by their own 
American Trade, enables them to 
borrow great Sums of Money ta 
anſwer the Exigencies of the State, 
and likewiſe to repay the ſame, 


without laying themſelves under 


the Neceſſity of mortgaging their 
Funds in perpetuity. | 


I ſhall only pray Leave to ob- 
ſerve further, that from the whole 
Conduct of France they evidently 


2 appear 


3 
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appear to be of Opinion, that the 
Dominion of the Seas, and the 
Strength and Riches of their Coun-- 
try, ina great meaſure depend upon 
the Improvement of their American 
Colonies ; to gain which great and 
valuable End, they will not be 
wanting either in Induſtry, or in 
the Application of Money. 


This being the Object of ſc 
great and powerful a Rival, how 
juſtly doth it claim our Attention 
in ſecuring our Intereſt in America, 
and in adopting every Scheme of 
theirs, which may ſuit our preſent 
Intereſts and Deſigns, 


SECT. 


. 
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N e 


The Defigns of the French 92 
ing Connections with the Indians, 
and in extending their Territories 
in America; with ſome further 
_ Obſervations in relation to the 

general Plin of Power, which 

they are endeavouring to eſtabliſh. 


N the foregoing SeQions I 
have endeavoured to ſhew, that 
wherever Order, Coherence, and 
Union are obſerved, the'eftabliſhed gt 
DConnections, and orderly Conduct 
of public Affairs, kad ultimately 
to the Good of the Society ; and 
on the contrary, the acting by 
inter- 


2 
* 
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intermediate Events, which are 
often varied by ten thouſand ir- 
regular Cauſes, leads to Unhappi- 
neſs and Miſery. And that where 
there is no Determinations to aſſo- 


ciated Forms, neither Patriotiſm 


nor Heroiſm can ſenſibly affect 
Men in Truſt and Office, ſo as to 
incite them to act for the public 


Good. 


I have likewiſe obſerved that 
all leſſer Syſtems ought to con- 
cur to the Good of the gene- 
ral' Syſtem or Plan of Govern- 
ment, and that when this is want- 


ing, there cannot be Unity of De- 


ſign; but on the contrary an eter- 
M nal 


( 82 ) 
nal Claſhing and m of In- 


tereſts. 


I have alſo endeavoured to ſhew 
that the Wiſdom of the French 
Politics ariſes principally from the 
mutual Relation and Subſerviency 
of their public Offices, as the 
freeing the Officers of a lower 
Claſs from a ſervile Dependance 
on the Governors and Intendants | 
in America, is a great and effec- 
tual Means of bringing every Mat- A 
ter of Importance to the View of 
fn the Council of Trade, and con- 
ſequently to the View of the 
Crown; and that the Hope 
of Reward gives an additional 
Spring and Energy to thoſe em- 
ployed 


mn 


* - * —— — 
— * = — == — 1 
— : = — 
— — — : — S Iz" - 
2 * —— 5 > oy 
8 — 
—z— ᷣ — — — —v72 — — — _ _ — -n- — - - —_ — 
— 
— * ©. 


(3 
ployed in the Diſcharge of their 
reſpective Duties: for if the con- 
trary Practice was to take place, 
it might be more dangerous to 
expoſe Faults than to commit 
them, and under ſuch Circumſtan- 
ces an Officer is obliged, in regard 
to his own Safety, to ſubmit to 
every thing his Superiors may di- 
rect, without any Reſpect had ei- 
ther to the Orders of the Crown 
or the Good of the Public. 


Wilſt our Colonies remained 
undiſturbed by the French, there 
were many Cauſes of a mixt Na- 
ture, which contributed greatly 
to the Settlement of them ; but 
now that the Affairs of America 
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are one of the principal Objects 
of the French Nation, the Pro- 
tection of our Colonies becomes 
a Matter of public Concern, and 
claims the Attention of the Go- 
vernment. Therefore, as is con- 
ceived, it may not be improper to 

take a general View of the Con- 
duct of the French, in relation 
to their Incroachments, and to 
the Settlement of their Colonies. 


In the firſt Settlement of Ca- ; 
nada, the French had many and 
great Difficulties to contend with, 
neither the Country nor the Cli- 


mate being inviting. And the f 


Obſtructions they met with from 
the Indians would have deterred 


moſt 


(8s) 
moſt other Nations from any At- 
tempts-of this Nature. However, 
the Glory of the French Monarch, 
and alſo the Hopes of being ta- 
ken notice of, do at all -Times 
influence the French to undertake 
or attempt the moſt hazardous 
Enterpriſes. | 


In 1612, the French ſent out 
many Perſons to ſettle in Canada, 
who would otherwiſe have been 
confined in the Galleys, and alſo 
Numbers of ſturdy -Beggars and 
looſe Women; and to defend 
the Settlement from the In- 
dians, there were ſome Com- 
panies of regular Troops tranſ- 
ported thither. But there does 

| 


not 
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not appear to have been any con- 


ſiderable Number of Forces tranſ- 
ported to Canada, until Monſ. 
De Trafi, appointed Viceroy of 
America, arrived at Quebec in 


1665, after which Cangnon's Re- 
giment was broke, and both Of- 


ficers and Men had confiderable 
Quantities of Land allowed them 
to ſettle on. 


 Aﬀeer the Reform of the ſaid 
Troops ſeveral Ships were ſent thi- 
ther from France, who carried a 
great Number of. Women along 
with them, under the Direction 
of ſome old Nuns; and when 
they arrived there, the Men, that 
wanted to be married, made their 

Ad- 
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Addreſſes te the above-mentioned 
Governeſſes, and after the Choice 
was determined, the Marriage was 
concluded in the Preſence of a 
Prieſt and a public Notary. And 
the next Day the Governor, by 
the King's Order, beſtowed upon 
ſuch married Perſons a Bull, a 
Cow, a Hog, a Sow, a Cock and 
Hen, two Barrels of Salt-meat, and 
eleven Crowns in ye" 


The — King likewiſe 5 
the Clergy conſiderable Grants of 
Lands in Canada; and, in parti- 
cular, to the Directors of the Se- 
minary of St. Sulpitius at Paris 


be gave the Iſland of Monreal, 
with the Privilege of nominating 


E 


a Bailiff and ſeveral other Magi- 


ſtrates; and at firſt they had the 


Liberty of nominating a Governor, 
but afterwards the King deprived 
them of it, as he found it neceſſary 
to s fot the Town of Monreal.. 

| The ad ak 4 85 Sulpi- 
tius ſent thither a great Number 


of Miſſionaries, and there are like- 


wiſe great Numbers of Jeſuits who 
go to Qebec, and are from thence 


diſperſed into all Parts of 'the 
Country, and mix with the In- 


dians in their Townſhips ; and 
as they temporiſe with the In- 


 dians in their Cuſtoms and Dreſs, 


it is chiefly by means of the je- 
ſuits that the French have ex- 
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tended their Trade and Influence 
among the Indians. 


Thoſe who carry on the Fur- 
Trade in Canada, do it by Li- 
cence; but then they employ vaſt 
Numbers of Indian Traders whom 
9 they call Coureurs de Bois, who 
43 are expert in that Trade, and go in 
| | Canes, and trade with moſt of 
the Savage Nations round the Go- 
vernment of Canada. Theſe 
Coureurs de Bois are, at preſent, 
become very numerous, being 
computed, at leaſt, at 1 500 Men, 
who are often employed as a kind 
of flying Corps, and joined with 

the Indians, either to attack the 
Engl , or ſuch Indians as are in 
N Friend- 
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Friendſhip with them: but altho', 


their Numbers ſtrengthen the 
Hands of the French, yet the ex- 
orbitant Prices that thoſe who 
have the Licenſes exact from the 


Coureurs de Bois have been one 
great Means of bringing many of 


the Indian Tribes to trade with the 
Engliſh, as they are ſupplied with 
their Goods at leaſt 100 per 
Cent. cheaper from the Engli/b 
Traders. 


But what at firſt principally ob- 
ſtructed the French in their exten- 
ſive Views, was the Obſtructions 
given them by the Five Nations, 
as _they were thereby for many 


Years. prevented from diſcovering 
COT, the 
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the Lakes, carrying on a Trade, 
and forming Alliances with the 
Savages who lived to the Southward 
and Weſtward of them; therefore, 
in order to remove that Difficulty, 
they applied to King Charles II. to 
give Orders to his Governor at 
New-York, to forward a Peace 
between the French and the Five 
Nations, and to repreſent the 
French Power to them in ſuch a 
manner, as to perſuade them that 
their own Safety required their 
coming into Terms with France. 
However, the ſaid Governor did 
not comply with the King's Or- 
ders on that Head; yet as he was 
not at Liberty to a& openly a- 
gainſt the French, they improve 

N 2 this 


092) 

this Opportunity in extending their 
Lines, and in building Forts to the 
Southward, by which means the 
Five Nations have been much gal- 
led ever ſince the Building of Fort 
Frontenac and Niagara. It is true, 
the Five Nations demoliſhed the 
ſaid Forts; but the French ſoon 
rebuilt them, and added ſeveral 
other Forts to them, as a Retreat 
to their friendly Indians, when 
they attacked the Five N ations. 


The French have likewiſe cut 
off or deſtroyed many of them by 
Treachery, and ſometimes by open 
Force, when the Engliſb neglect- 
ed to ſupport them; ſo that thoſe 
brave and watlike People are great- 


ly 
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ly reduced, and at preſent unable 
to withſtand the French; which 
$ hath been much owing to our en- 
6 gaging them in Wars with the 
French, and then leaving the 
whole Burthen of the War on 
them. This they ſeem to be ſen- 
fible of, as they have often repte- 
ſented to the People of New-York, 
that when they made them take 
up the Hatchet againſt the French, 
they did not ſupport them after- 
wards as my ought to have done. 


1 8 above obſeried the Views 
of the French in ereQing the Forts 
Frontenac and Niagara; &c. 
which may be further explained 
by a Propofat which was laid be- 


fore 
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fore Count Frontenac, the ſecond 
Time he. was Governor of Canada, 
vig. Since we (meaning the 


e French) cannot deſtroy the Iro- 
c queſe or Five Nations, with our 


e own ſingle Forces, we are ne- 
« ceflarily obliged to have Re- 
<« courſe to the Savages who are 
« our Allies; and it is certain, as 


te they themſelves foreſee, that if 


t theſe Barbarians could compaſs 
0 the Deſtruction of our Colonies, 
6 qur friendly Indians would be 
« ſubdued by them ſooner or la- 


ec ter, as it has happened to many 


ee other Indians; now, ſince they 
are well affected to this Deſign, 
«© we muſt endeavour to facilitate 
& to chem the Means of putting it 

(0 1 in 
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te jn Execution; for you may ea- 


« ſily believe that theſe People, 
e however. ſavage they may be, 
ce are not ſo void of Senſe, as to 
cc travel two or three hundred 
ce Leagues from their own Coun- 
G try to fight againſt their Ene- 
© mies, without being ſure of a 
Place of Retreat where they may 


<« repoſe themſelves and find Pro- 
> © viſions. There is no Queſtion 


6. therefore but we ſhould build 


« Forts upon the Lands of the 1ro- 


* © gueſe, and maintain them in ſpite 


ce of their Teeth. And therefore 
ce 1t is propoſed to build and main- 
ce tain three Forts u pon the Courſe 
« of the Lake; one at the Mouth 
ce of the Lake Erie, another near to 
8 


| mitted; to France; 3 but they were 
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© the Waterfall called Saut $4. 
tt Marie, and a third at the Mouth 
« of the Bey of Toronto.” 


F * ſaid aki were . 


then too much engaged in other 
Affairs to take notice of them; 
however, about the Year 172 5 or 
1726, they, in part, complied 
with the ſaid Propoſals in building 
a ſmall Fort near to the Waterfall 


called Saut St. Marie, and in erect- 
ing a Fort of conſiderable Strength 


at Crown Paint, which is on the 


Lands of the Five Nations, and 
in many Reſpects of more Service 


to the French, and conſequently 
more hurtful. to the Engliſd, than 


any 


(9) 
any of the Forts the French * | 


built from Quebec to the River 
Ohio. By this Fort they keep the 
Jrogueſe, or Five Nations, under 
conſtant Alarms, and diſtreſs them 
and their Allies in their Huntings ; 
and by Paint, Fort Fron- 
conc, Nang Ce. they keep open 
a Communication with the Y/e/ters 
Indians. They likewiſe prevent 
the Engiifh from making a proper 
ll 3F Uſe of the Five Nations againſt the 
- Earn Indians, who live in (what 
3 M#efpeſie, whichis a par 
& I and thelongs to Mova-Scotia ; and 
e by this means, 8 to the 
FPeaſtward of Neu- England are left 
n  _#* _—_ to. _ continual In- 


roads 
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roads u pon the Engliſb Settlements 
of Mova- Scotia; altho' it might 
be eaſily prevented, if the Five Na- 
tions were at liberty, with Safety 
to themſelves, to attack the ſaid 
Eaſtern Nations in the Province of 
Gajpeſſie, or more properly ſpeak- 
ing, in the back Parts of the Pro- 


vince of Nova-Scotia. | 
nn is near to the Bran- l 


ches of Hudſon's River, which runs 
by Albany to New-York; and there- 
fore, from the Situation of the ſaid 
Fort, the Province of Neu- Turi 
may be brought into imminent 
Danger; and indeed in Time it may 
endanger the Safety of the whole 
Continent of America: for if ever 
240 0 : the 
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the French can take us at an un- 
guarded Hour, and could make 
themſelves Maſters of Meu- Tori, 
they would be enabled thereby to 
cut off the Communication be- 
tween the Mortbern and Southern 
Colonies, and by the Aid of the 
Indians, they might have it in their 
Power totally to deſtray the Exgliſb 
Settlements ; nay it is to be feared, 
that the French have had this. in 
View for ſome Time paſt; and 
altho* the Engliſh have above ten 
times the Number af Settlers which 
the French have in their Colonies 
on the Continent of America, yet 


the Engliſh Frontiers being very 


extenſive, making near 1 500 Miles 


in length, and the French having 


Q 2 moſt 
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eſt, it is not eafy to guard againſt 
the Indians in their ſudden At- 
tacks; for before the Exglib can 
collect any Number of People to- 
| gether to oppoſe them, the Indians 
may, in the mean time, retire and 
ſhelter themfelves behind theFrench 
Forts, and in ſuch an extended 
Foreſt tis ſearce poſſible, through 
Swamps and Thickets, to purſue 
them with any Proſpect of Advan- 


tage, or even to ſupply am Army 
wich N cceſſaries 1 fucks « an _m 


The Views of the Nich began 


to be public and open about the 
Pu: 17265 wen e e | 
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impoſſible &o riſfake thick Prſigtis, 
provided tire Br gh had given tlie 
lea Attentiorr 15 the Concetnx 
of Anett Phe Defigns of the 
Frenchin taking in the Great Lalzs; 
was to ſecure the Infant, and the 
Fur - Trade to themſelves. - The 
Building of Cru Point was to 
awe the Five Nations, of otherwiſe 
to bring them iftto the Meafures 
of Hunt. The 'Freaties with the 
Eaſtern Nations, or Tribes of In- 
dians, and the Erecting a Province 
out of Moba: Scotia, by the Name 
of Gaſßeſte, was to enlarge their 
Territories on the Sea Coaſt, and 
td extend their Fiſhery ; f6 that 
what they have rom done at Ohio 
is Mute in comparifon” of the In- 


croachments 
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ergachments they have formerly 
made an us; nor in this Particular 
have they deviated from their for- 
mer Scheme ; ; as the Forts they, 
have lately built are almoſt in a 
direct Line with Miagara: How- 
ever, it is probable, they would not 
| have ated fo haſtily in this Matter, 
only that they 1 were alarmed at the 
Settlement begun. to be carried on 
by the Obi Company. It is fur- 
ther obſervable, that if the French 
ſurrendered to us the Forts. which 
they have lately taken at Obie, 


and yet continue to extend their 


South Line, they would thereby 
take in a great Part of Yi irgima, 
and of North and South Carolina, 
and leave us wholly expoſed to the 
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Excurſions of the Tuclians, in all 
our frontier Settlements; and there- 
fore, whenever we have regulated 
our Affairs ſo as to be in a Con- 
dition to recover ſuch Part of our 
Colonies, as the French have, by 
their Art and Addreſs, taken Poſ- 
ſeſſion of, we ought not only to 
demoliſh the Forts which they have 
lately built on the Branches of the 
River Ohio, but to take Crown- 
Point and Niagara from them, and 
alſo to build Forts for the Pro- 
tection of the Five Nations, and for 
enlarging our Trade and Com- 
merce : with the Indians.” 


! 


In the Treaty which was made 
between'the Five Nations and the 
g Gover- 


(10 
Goyernor of Mem- Tori in 27463 
the Governor: py page to 
the follomiog Eden, in. | 


* The King your Fothe baving 
« been inn ed of the wnmanly 
_« Murders corpmittci.onthe Fron: 
er this Provinte, is reſolxed to ſub- 
ue che Country of unadia, and 
« thexeby/ ꝓut an End to all che 
« miſchie von Diga uf the, Fremb 

0 theſe Furts; and ber this Pur- 
« ners of / ugiuia, Maryland; Nen 
« floaniagagd, New-Farfey, do join 
tc their Forces to the Forces of this 
e Province, ith attack Capada by 
Ian They we pll now upon 


1 cc their 
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te their March, and you will ſoon 


cc {ee them here. 


« At the ſame Time the Forces 
ce of Maſſachufets Bay, Conneclicur, 
© Rhode Iſland, and New-Hamp- 
ce ſhire, are to go in Ships to Cape 
ce. Breton, and there join with his 
ce Majeſty's: Ships of War, and a 
« great Army of experienced Sol- 
« diers from Great Britain, 


Many Ships of War are already 
arrived there, and ſome thou- 


5e ſands of Soldiers, and many more 
*« Ships and Soldiers are following, 
ce and I expect every Hour to hear 
te of their Arrival; after which the 
* the Attack upon Canada will be 

ä P © made 
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* made upon all Sigles; both dy 


« Sea and Land. 


«© You may perceive the King 
has ordered a Force ſufficient to 
« fubdue'Conada; but at the ſame 


Time, the King your Father ex- 


* pects and orders you his Chil- 


cken to join with your whole 


« Force in this Enterprize ; and 
* thereby gives the Six Nations a 


« glorious Opportunity of eſta. 


*< bliſhing their Fame and Renown 
© over all the Indian Nations in 
America, and in the Conqueſt 
«© of your inveterate Enemies the 
© French; who, however- they: may 
« difſemble and profeſs Friend{hip, 
can never forget; the Slaughter 
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„which your Fathers made of 
© them, and for that Purpoſe ca- 
cc refs thoſe Nations who have al- 
© ways been your inveterate Ene- 
mies, and who detire nothing ſo 
« much as to ſee the Name of the 


= - — 


Five Nations become obliterate 
and forgot for ever. 


I anſwer to which the Indians 
reply, viz. 


c Brother of Mew-York, ac- 
e cording to your Exhortation in 
“your Speech to us, we are firmly 
{© united from this Time to act as 
* having one Heart; the Meſſaſa- 

* gues are in the fame Manner 
joined and united to us, likewiſe 


3 e the 


ies) 

cc the Southern Nations bordering 
upon us; and we hope that you, 
4 and the other Governors of the 
«© Continent, will be in the ſame 
© Manner joined and united to- 


4 gether.“ 


When the ſaid Governor re- 
newed the Treaty with the Maha- 
Landers, or Indians living near to 
Hudſon's River, the Governor or- 
dered Mr. Colden to ſpeak to them 
much to the ſame Effect as to the 
Six Nations ; to which they replied. 


I Father. 4 you have told us what 
tc Miſchief the French have done, 
« and what Murders upon the 
5 Chriſtians they have committed; 

« there- 


'( 20g ) 

« therefore we declare from our 
Hearts, and not from out Lips 
e only, that as you have ordered 
te us to ſhed the Enemies Blood, 
« in return for what they have 
&« done, we are reſolved to live and 
ce die with you in the common 
«© Cauſe, | 


© When you Chriſtians are at 
War you make Peace with one 
s another, but it is not ſo with us, 
ce therefore we depend upon you 
ce to take Care of us; in Confi- 
« dence of which we now take up 
6 the Hatchet, and will make Uſe 
« of it againſt the French and their 
2 — 


By 


— — — = = 
— — > — —— — — 
— — — 
— 
= 2 
— 

= 9 ” — 

= —— a 
4. — — — 


— — — 


— — = - . — — — — - — — — — —  - 
— — — 
— — — 
— 
— — — — 
— — _ _ —. _- 
coun. — oa * 9 . — * — ” - _ = * * 
— —— - _ — — R—— —— — 
= a. * = x - — py 7 
—— - — >. — — 225 * - 4 
- — — — — — _ - 1 
© — — — — — = — — — 
— — my _ - * — — — —— 
= . — — = - — = — 
a a — —— — — — - —_ — _ — = - - — 
—— —— — - _ . - _ - = — — 
- — — . = — — 
» X — 2 — - — — 
— - — — — * — —— 2 — 8 my * — — — * 
— — = — 
— — — — —— 22 — — — — - - — — 4 
= o 
— — — —— _- — — 5 | —— 
, — — — 
— = — — — — 2 — — — — =_ 
1 2 — * 0 1 —— — ———_— — — o - — — — 
— - _—_— — — — 
. = - ” — — — — — * 
— — 
— 
. * 
- 
. 


— K— — —-¼¼ . ůꝛů — 
- 4 > LS — 1 — — . — — — — —— — — 


— — — — ͥ́Tꝓñ 


— — 


pears, 
a Doubt of the Exgliſb not joining 
them, and that in caſe of a Peace 


(110) 


By the above Speeches it ap- 
that the Indians entertained 


with France, we would not include 
our friendly Indians therein; from 
which Cauſe the Burthen of the 
War would lie upon them, and 


leave them ſtill expoſed to the 


French 1, ndians. Which accord- 


ingly happened, as they did not 


meet with any conſiderable Aſſiſt- 
| ance from us, altho' we had then 
two or three Regiments in the 


King's Pay at New-England, that 
were not then any Way employed 
in the Service of the Crown. 


EE 


ime] 


If on declining the Expedition 
to Qebec, thoſe Troops had joined 
the Quota's which were to be fup- 
plied by the other Colonies, the 
Engliſh would in all Probability 
have taken Crown-Point, and have 
been thereby enabled by the Aid 
of the Six Nations to have engroſſed 
the moſt Part of the Fur-Trade, 
and alfo to have drawn off from 
the French Intereſt the Southern 
and Weſtern Indians. And it would 
have had this further good Effect, 
that the Indians to the Eaſtward 
of New-England might have been 
kept in ſuch Subjection by the Six 
Nations, as to have wholly pre- 
vented their annoying our frontier 

TE Set- 
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Settlements in Vova-Scotia, How- 
ever, I would not be underſtood 


in the leaſt to reflect upon any 
Perſon then in the Adminiſtration, 
as I am ſenſible, that, by the pre- 
ſent Courſe of Buſineſs in the Offi- 
ces, many Things are not repre- 
ſented in a proper Light to their 
View; and the Miſunderſtanding 
which then ſubſiſted in Neu- Turk 
and Maſſachuſets Bay, was a great 
Cauſe of loſing ſo favourable an 
Opportunity for humbling the 
French, and alſo for diſconcerting 
all the Meaſures which they had 
taken for upwards of fiſty * 
before that Time. 


The- 
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4 The Attention of the French 
King was not wholly confined to 
Canada, but he alfo extended his 
Views to M; 12 77 ppi; and accord- 
ingly i in 168 5, ſent four Ship with 
Monſ. De Ja Salle, to diſcover the 
Mouth of the ſaid River, and to 
make further Diſcoveries he ſent 
out other Ships afterwards ; and 
1689 ſeveral Perſons were or- 

to go from Canada to ſurvey the 
Branches of the ſaid River; in 
Conſequence of which, there has 
been a conſiderable Settlement 
made there, and a Governor ap- 
pointed by the Stile of Governor 
General of Lowifiana, or Mifi ppi, 
whoſe Reſidence is at Mew Or- 


Q. leans, 
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( 114 ) 
leans, and the Lieutenant Gover- 
nor reſides at Mobille. 


After treating of the Settle- 
ments of the French on the Con- 
tinent, it may be proper to make 
ſome brief Obſervations in relation 
to their other Settlements, and 
their ſurpriſing Increaſe or Im- 


provement ſince 1701. 


In a Memorial of the Board of 
Commerce, at that time preſented 
to the King in his Council of 
State, the ſaid Board re preſents as 


follows : : 


«© That the Coaſt of Cayenne i is 
about 60 Rn in Extent, and 
not 


( x15 ) 
not above ten or twelve of it are 


inhabited. That its Soil is very 


good, and that the Sugars it pro- 
duces do near equal in Goodneſs 
the white Sugars of Brazil; that 
it affords Rocou, which is a Drug 


for dying Red; and that there are 


not above 600 Whites; including 
Men, Women and Children, and 
2000 Blacks of both Sexes. 


That the Ifland of Grenade is, 
in Circuit, about 25 Leagues; 
the number of Whites, including 


all Ages and Sexes, 200; and of 


Blacks of both Sexes, about 600 ; 


and that the faid Ifland produces 


Sugar, Indigo, Cotton, and Caſſet. 


Q 2 That 


ö That Mario is ans 59 
Leagues i in Citcuit, the Soil good, 
and very fertile in Sugars, Cocoa, 
Indigo, and Cotton; that there 
were formerly 3 50⁰0 white Men, 
and about 16000 Blacks Lf bath 
Sexes on it. 


That Guardaloupe, and the 
Land belonging to it, make about 


59 - Leagues in Circuit, contain 
about 1 500 white Men, and about 
bow Blacks of both Sexes. 


Mari Galante is in Circuit a- 


bout 16 Leagues, produces Sugar, 
Indigo, Cotton, and Ginger ; ; It 
| 3 yam 


61779 
was taken by the Engli , wha 
afterwards abandoned it. | 


Si. Ceuce is about 25 WD 
round ; during the: War with the 
Engliſh, it was abandoned, and 
the Inhabitants tranſported to Sl. 
Domingo. 


Hiſpaniola, or St. Domingo, is 
about 500 Leagues in Circuit. The 
French poſſeſs one half of it from 
Cape Frangois to the FYaches, and 
the Spaniards have the other half, 
At Cape Frangois there is a good 
Port and about geo white Men, and 
2000 Blacks of both Sexes. To the 
- Southard of that is Port du Paix, 
mal the Enghſb plundered and 

the 


( 218) 
the Inhabitants deſerted it. In the 
Diftrict of Leogani the Governor 
reſides, in which there are about 
2000 white Men, and 15000 


* of e Sexes. 


2 
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—_ Gau: his a good Port, 
and about 600 Whites and 2000 
Blacks. 
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There are ſome other Iſlands, 

as La Dominique, Les Xaintes, St. 

Martin, and St. Bartbolemy, which 
were then almoſt uninhabited.” 


It is proper to remark here, that 
the French Board of Commerce 
do not make any mention of 
the Iſlands of St, Vincent, St. 

2 Lucia, 


(19) _ 
Lucia, or Tobago; and althou gh 
they mention La Dominique, it is 
amongſt the Iſlands which they 
ſay are not ſettled, yet there were 
then ſeveral Eugliſb Families re- 


ſiding in Dominique. 


The. Board of Commerce fur- 
ther report, that the laſt War, and 
the Sickneſs known by the Name 
of Siam, which a Ship brought 
from that Place, have much di- 
miniſhed the French Colonies; and 
that this, and the Neighbourhood 
of the Iſlands which the Engh/b 


poſſeſs, are very preſſing Motives 


for ſtudying ſeriouſly the Safety of 
thoſe Iſlands and Colonies. 15 


” 
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by the above Calculation the 
Fac. had then 88 50 white 
Men, and 45600 Blacks in the 
ſaid Iſlands or Colonies; but by 
a Calculation made in 1751; the 
French had then, in the ſaid Colo- 
- nies, upwards of 5 1500 white Men 
fit to bear Arms, independent of 
many thouſands of Sailors employ- 
ed in the Trade of the Colonies, 
and 364800 Slaves of both Sexes ; 
and fince the Increaſe of their 
Colonies, . they have incroached 
upon the Enugliſß in ſettling the . 
Iſlands of Sr. Lucia, nn Oe 
 minique, &e. 


* 
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The Treaty that was on Foot 
for evacuating the ſaid Iſland was 
much for the Service of the Ex- 
. biſþ Nation, and indeed there were 
great Hopes of its ſucceeding; but 
when the French found themſelves 
preſs d on that Head, they artfully 
contrived a Treaty by Commiſ- 
ſioners to be ſent to Paris; which 
gave the French an Opportunity 
of mixing the Concerns 'of the 
Iflands with thoſe of the Conti- 
nent, ſo that they had it there- 
by in their Power to delay the Eva- 
cuation of St. Lucia, Tobago, &c. 


The French likewiſe intended, 
if they came to a Diviſion with 
R the 


6 
the Engliſb on the Continent of 
America, to include our friendly 
| Indians within their Bounds or Li- 
mits, and fo turn our own Weapons 


_ ourſelves, 6 


a of the Indians to hi Weſt 
of the Abpalacian or Blue Moun- 
tains have acknowledged them- 
ſelves ſubjet to the Crown of 
| Great Britain; and were we to 
determine their Territories to be 
within the French Limits, it would 
be throwing them into the Arms of 
France, deſtructive of all our fron- 
tier Settlements, and would put 
an entire Stop to the Trade and 
Commerce which hath been hi- 
therto carried on with them; and 
it 


( 123 ) 
it-is alſo much to be feared, that 
the French would in ſuch caſe e- 
rect divers Forts within their Terri- 
tories, and in a manner compel 
them to make War on us. 


Theſe are the Effects which 
would naturally ariſe from coming 
to a Diviſion with the French; 
but it is very difficult to judge 
what Good it could produce to 
the Engliſh. 


For if ſuch Limits wete deter- 
mined; thoſe' who ſettle on our 
Frontiers would not be more 
ſecure in reſpect of their Lives 
or Poſſeſſions; as it has al- 
ways been and will be the Policy 
MY of 


—_ 1} 74 
of France, to ſtir u 7 their friendly 
Indians to annoy cur Frontier Set- 
tlements, and afterwards diſavow 
every AQ done by them. 


3 The Deſign of a theſe 
Matters is with a View to ſhew 
that the French have always had 4 
great Advantage over the Engliſh 
in treating with them; as they 
purſue one ſteady wüde Method 
of Proceeding, and keep all the 
Channels of Information ſo open 
and entire, that at the French 
Court they are appriſed of every 
thing that has the leaſt Relation 
to their immediate Intereſt. 


be 
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The French are alſo extreme- 
ly ſenſible of the Benefit of Na- 
vigation, and that the Happineſs 
and Glory of their Kingdom de- 
pends upon it; and they are not 
ignorant, - that the Navigation of 
France owes all its Increaſe and 
Splendor to the Commerce of its 
Colonies: But now they have ex- 
tended their Views further, and en- 
deavouf to obſtruct the Engliſh 
Commerce in all Parts of the 
World, as by chat means they wi 
not only increaſe their own Power 
and Influence, | but in Proportian 
weaken ours; which will give them 
a double Advantage over us, anc 

if not properly checked, it may, 


2 in 
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in time, enable them to extend 
their Influence and Power all over 
Europe. And although we have 
exerted ourſelves in Defence of the 
Balance of Power in Europe; yet 
it is to be feared that we muſt act 
ſingle, and without any Support 
from our Allies, in the Defence of 
our Trade and Settlements. 


The Ambition of the French in 
extending their Empire is without 
any Bounds or Limite, and there- 
fore they countenance every 


Scheme, or Propoſal, that has 
the leaſt Profj pet of forwarding 
their grand Deſign. In relation 
to which it may not be ! improper 
to mention the * of an Of- 
ficer 


( x27 ) 

ficer of ſome Note in the French 
Service in America, viz. That they 
ought to uſe their utmoſt endea- 
vours to make themſelves Maſters 
of the Engliſb Iſlands in the VI. 
Indies, and to encourage the Eng- 
liſb Colonies on the Continent of 
America to unite and form a Re- 
publican Government; and, that in 
order to induce them thereto, it 
would be for the Service of France 
to open all their Ports to them, 
both in Europe and America. Such 
Schemes appear at preſent to be 
wild and extravagant, yet there are 
many things in the Womb of Time, 
which may favour the ambitious 
Views of France in ſuch Enter- 


priſes. 


But 
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But to nt the Subject: 
Wee a Government has Con- 
ſiſtency and a proper Manage- 
ment of their Affairs in time of 
Peace, we may expect the ſame in 
War; and without them even for- 
tunate Events will not turn to the 
Advantage of any Nation. Now 
if England was to commence a 
a War againſt France, in ſupport 
of her Trade and Colonies, what 
could be hoped from it, unleſs we 
firſt correct the Abuſes, which 
| have through time crept- into the 
Offices? Which ought to be our - 
firſt and principal Care, before we 
make any Efforts to extend or 


protect our Trade and Settlements, 
leſt 


(129) 
left by wrong Information we 
— improper Remedies, which 


in the End may prove deſtruc- 


tive to this Nation; we may like- 
wiſe lay the Foundation of a kind 
of Independency in the Colonies 
on the Continent of America, and 
by permitting them to iſſue Pa- 
per-Bills of Credit, which are of- 
ten calculated to etirich particulat 
Perſons altho' at the ſame time 
they deſtroy public Credit, we 
may alter the Courſe of their 
Trade and Commerce. The Suc- 
ceſs the French have had, and now 
have, in enlarging their Trade, 
and extending their Settlements 
doth not ariſe from the ſuperiot 
Abilities of thoſe at the Helm, nor 

8 from 
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from a warmer Zeal, or greater 
Application to che Service of. their 
Country; 8 for, without Compli- | 
ment, we have the Advantage 
of them in - theſe Reſpects: but 
their. Advantages over us ariſe from 
the mutual Relation and Subordi- 
nation of their Boards; ; which i is 
abſolutely neceſſary to the uni- 
form Proſecution of Buſineſs in. 
all Deſigns of Iyportance 
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at preſent very ſerious and in- 
reſting, and juſtly claim the ut- 
moſt Attention ; 2 and therefors, 
as is hu mbly conceived, it may be 
fit and proper (in hole who have 
the Power to edel 0 contider 


2 ; | the 


fr: 


| (x31) 
the preſent State of our Colonies 


the Offices relative thereto : And 


as France could not have acted 
with equal Sueceſs, provided they 
had not had a Fund appropriated 


to the Uſe of the Colonies, | which | 


bath been always applied accord- 
ing to the Exigencies of their 
Affairs; it may be likewiſe pro- 
per to eſtabliſh a Fund for the 
Uſe of our Colonies ; but previous 
thereto, it will be expedient to en- 
quire intua the Manner of account- 
ing far the Revenues of the Crown 


in America; for if it ſhould be 


thought agreeable to the Wiſdom 
of: the Legiſlature to create any 
new Funds in America for the 


_ af the Colonies, either by a 
"JM 1 N 
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Stamp-Duty on Vellum and Paper, 
or any other Way, to be appro- 
priated ro their Uſe, the Money 
collected muſt paſs through the 
Hands of the Officers who are ap- 
pointed to receive his Majeſty's Re- 
venues in America; and therefore 
it: will be previouſly neceſſary to 
know, whether the manner of ac- 
counting for his Majeſty's Reve- 
nues in America is fo regulated, as 
to give any juſt or reaſonable Hopes 
of having the Money collected ap- 
plied ſolely to the Uſes fot which 
it is intended. 


— 


The Conggrns. of rica, amd 
alſo the Proceedings of our Council 
or Board of Commerce, are under 


evident from the Steps which were 


(7333 
the View and Inſpection of the 
Hon. the Houſe of Commons; for 
as is humbly conceived, it appears 


taken, previous to the Eſtabliſh- 
ment of a Council or Board of 
Trade in 1696, from the Syſtem 
of the faid Board, and from their 
Courſe of Proceedings for the firſt 
twelve Years, that the ſaid Board 
was intended as a kind of Ap- 


pendage to the Hon. the Houſe 
of Commons, 


There are many other Things in 
relation to our Colonies worthy of 
Conſideration, which will be more 
properly the Subject of another 
Diſcourſe. 
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